Shieldaig Community Council
Shieldaig Community Council

Minutes of meeting Tuesday 5th March 2013  at 7pm

Present: Richard Munday (Chairman), Gerry Beard (Secretary), Viv Rollo, Irene George, Donald Gillanders, Ann Barton, Cllr Audrey Sinclair, 
PC Gary Taylor of the Northern Constabulary, Lochcarron beat. 
1 member of the public.
Apologies from Gemma Livingstone (Treasurer), Lindsay Dacker
1. Minutes of the last meeting

Accepted as a record of the meeting
2. Matters arising

Strome Ferry Bypass: Cllr Sinclair reported that there are no further developments at present. The options are to be appraised against the SMART criteria. There will be no more public meetings until the next report is ready for presentation to the community.

Shieldaig Information Booklets: are in the process of being printed.

3. Finance Report

£11,000 (as a round figure) is in the account, of which £6851 is ring-fenced for the Sea Eagle Project. Village maintenance is no longer the responsibility of the CC and the £617 previously in the account for this has been transferred to the Shieldaig Sports Association for this purpose. Re. Publicity, there is enough in the account to pay for the printing of the Info Booklet, cost of this is expected to be offset by sales of the same, and advertising revenues. Honorariums to the secretaries have been paid.
4. Kishorn Port Proposals

Gemma and Richard attended Kishorn Port Ltd’s presentation in Lochcarron. The project is still at the Pre-Planning Application stage. It is thought by the CC that the secondary, economic and social impacts are likely to be the most important ones for to Shieldaig. This was discussed informally at the presentation with a director present there, who took note of Shieldaig’s interests. The HIE have produced a Social Impact report and the CC was promised a copy. Re employment for local people, there is apparently a possibility, though plans are still at an early stage, to provide apprenticeships for local young people. An offer was made by the director there to come and talk with the CC; the CC will respond to the offer in due course.

5. Scottish Salmon Company Kenmore Site – pollution
Following a call from a local resident on 23 February, Gerry visited the site on 25th, and found morts being burned on site. He contacted the planning authority, and was advised to contact Environmental Health. No action appears to have been taken. GB to contact EH and SEPA, to establish who is responsible for monitoring such waste disposal on site, and what action the authorities propose to take. The local resident meanwhile is monitoring polluting activities.

6. Updates

Scottish Water: 
GB has been in contact with SW re the remaining asbestos-concrete pipe in the village. SW have no plans to replace it  as the recent leak was not the result of degradation. He is to contact them again to establish how much asbestos-concrete pipe remains, and reiterate the question re SW proposals.
On a second issue, of water quality – chlorine levels in the water: samples have been taken, but the results have not been made public. Individuals tabling complaints have not received a response; the recent press release is not seen as satisfactorily addressing concern. GB to ask SW a) how much chemical matter is being added to the water and b) what are recognised as safe and acceptable levels for domestic supplies
SW say they have no record of individual complaints; residents are encouraged to direct any complaints to them.

Shieldaig Sports Association and Village Association merger:
A public meeting has been held; 
Legal advice is that the new merged organisation is to be formed within the legislative framework of a SCIO, under the auspices of OSCR;

The CC agreed an amendment to its agreement reached in the CC meeting of 5th February, that, in order to reduce legal costs, the assets of the VA on dissolution be transferred directly to the new merged organisation, rather than firstly being transferred to the CC and then to the new organisation;

A programme of action has been drawn up, to include making a list of all VA assets – info from residents is welcomed re any arcane or possibly forgotten assets in existence; a draft list of the assets is to be submitted to the CC;
Suggestions for a name for the new organisation are invited – the current proposal is “Shieldaig Community Association”;

It was agreed that responsibility for the Shieldaig Information Booklet should pass from the CC to the new organisation.

Balgy Gap 50th Anniversary:

To be held on 7th September; to include a small ceremony at the Balgy Bridge: PC Taylor said he was happy the arrangements (on the same day as the Bealach Cycle Race) would not cause a problem; he offered No Parking cones if the organisers thought they would be required. The event also includes an exhibition at Torridon Hall, and a BBQ at Shieldaig.
The organisers of the event are thanked for their continuing hard work.

Aird Path:

A decision on the planning application is expected by the end of the month.

The Pontoon:
Parts are on site. Assembly and installation is expected in the coming week.

Celtman Triathlon:

e-mail contact continues; VR to prepare a home-stay list – offers of accommodation from residents are welcome – contact Viv. GB to contact the organisers and Les Bates (Torridon CC) to arrange a meeting.

(post meeting note – an informal meeting in Shieldaig is now planned during the period 24-26 April .)
Woodland Scheme:

Surveys on-going; no funding likely before 2015

7. Planning issues:
None.

8. Correspondence:

Fields in Trust; letter received, inviting submissions for nomination. No action

Redesign of Justice System: noted

Tell Me Scotland: 2nd reminder re the new council data base – a one-stop-shop type thing for info

Action for Human Rights: a web-in-ar (an on-line ‘seminar’?) taking place 6th March: no action

Health Inequalities in the Highlands: a meeting on 30th April – GB to attend

NHS Highland: they would like to speak to the CC re ‘proposed development of a single site facility’: GB to arrange a special meeting with Torridon/Kinlochewe CC and NHS/H

9. AOCB

a) Torridon SYHA report no Vodaphone service since 13th February in the Loch Torridon area; Vodaphone are aware of this, but declare they cannot give any time scale for the service to be restored. GB to write to them on residents’ behalf. The SYHA are asking residents to contact Vodaphone (there are particular implications for emergencies) 
–  from a Vodaphone mobile 191, 

 from a landline 08700700191, or 08700 776655. 

Some Torridon residents have received refunds on their phone contract charges

b) The noticeboard on the wall of the shop is damaged: it was agreed to ask the SA to ask John Murphy to repair it, including provision of a locked front – AB to keep the key. GB to liaise with the hotel and SA.
c) The public toilets are reopening early this year, on 25th March, in time for Easter. The CC extended thanks to the HC for the timely provision.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd April 7.30pm
